LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
French revolution was prevalent in the north as well as
in the south. Many people in Ulster openly expressed
their delight at the French victories, and some of the
Presbyterian clergy in Belfast were praying in their chapels
for the success of the French armies and preaching sedition
and treason from their pulpits. In response to a request for
help, the French had succeeded in landing in southern
Ireland, and an uprising followed. It was easily subdued,
but it left an indelible impression on the minds of the
English. King and people were thoroughly roused; it
was felt to be necessary to assume entire control of the
country at all costs, for by their laws the Irish were free
to differ from England on constitutional matters and to
evince active dissatisfaction with her foreign policy.
On the 22nd January 1799 the following message from
the King was read in both Houses of Parliament:
"GEORGE R.
His Majesty is persuaded that the unremitting industry
with which our enemies persevere in their avowed design
of effecting the separation of Ireland from this Kingdom
cannot fail to engage the particular attention of Parlia-
ment and His Majesty recommends it to this House to
consider the most effectual means of counteracting and
finally destroying this design, and he trusts that a review
of all the circumstances which have recently occurred
(joined to the sentiment of mutual affection and common
interest) will dispose the parliaments of both kingdoms
to provide, in the manner which they shall judge most
expedient, for settling such a complete and final adjust-
ment as may best tend to improve and perpetuate a con-
nexion essential for their common security and to aug-
ment and consolidate the strength, power and resources of
the British Empire".
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